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Proposed Decision to be taken by the
Portfolio Holder for Transport and Planning
on or after 15 September 2017

HS2: Response to HS2 — Phase 2b Scope & Methodology & the
Equalities Impact Assessment Consultations

Recommendation

That the Portfolio Holder for Transport and Economy endorses the proposed
response to the consultations for Phase 2b as set out in Appendix A and B.

Background

High Speed 2 (HS2) will be the UK’s new high speed rail network. The
network will link London and the West Midlands (Phase One) and will expand
to connect with Manchester and Leeds Phase 2b. The eastern leg of the
Phase 2b route directly affects North Warwickshire from Kingsbury, through
the waterpark, along the east of the M42, then close to the villages of
Birchmoor and Polesworth, then transecting Pooley Park then onward to the
west of Austrey before leaving Warwickshire and entering Leicestershire

HS2 Phase 1 was granted Royal Assent in February 2017. The Act now
enables HS2 Ltd to acquire the necessary land for the railway and begin the
construction programme.

The Phase 2b preferred route was confirmed on 17 July 2017 and
simultaneously the first of a number of consultations on the likely effects of the
route was launched. The first consultations in the series are; the
Environmental Impact Assessment Scope & Methodology report (EIA S&MR)
and the Equality Impact Assessment (EqlA) Scope & Methodology Report.
There will be subsequent consultations on the findings of the Draft
Environmental Statement and Full Environmental Statement at a later date.
This paper restricts itself to the standards and methodology of assessment in
the first two consultations.

The Scope & Methodology Report (S&MR)

The &&MR provides an overview of what the Environmental Statement will
cover along with some useful information about what HS2 is and the
principles of the Hybrid Bill process. Furthermore, it outlines the main
changes in approach between Phase 1 and the new Phase 2b.
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The S&MR, is largely satisfactory and covers the elements that officers would
expect to see in a document such as this. However, there are a number of
qualitative terms used throughout the report such asare sufficiently vague and
subjective to give rise to concern.

In particular, the term “professional judgement” appears over 50 times in the
S&MR. lItis the view of officers that HS2 need to refine this term and set out
what is meant by “professional judgement” and how judgements could be
addressed or challenged in practice.

Within section 19 which deals with traffic and transport, there is one aspect of
the methodology that gives rise to concern. Section 19.6.31 suggests that it is
only when there is both a 30% increase and 9 or more injury accidents are
recorded in the latest 3 year period that HS2 will enact mitigation at an
accident location.

Officers are concerned that the approach requires both thresholds to be met
and may not fully capture emerging accident problems during the construction
works thus leaving Warwickshire residents vulnerable.

The Equality Impact Assessment Scope & Methodology Report

Officers have reviewed this document and find it to be largely satisfactory and
in line with the best practice.

However paragraph 3.6.5 on page 18 states “The EqlA will not assess
significance of effects........... " This statement is contrary to the main
purpose of an EqlA. An EgIA is a means for assessing the significance of the
effects HS2 will have in relation to equality and diversity.

Officers consider that clarification should be sought as to why HS2 Phase 2b
does not need to act upon and mitigate the findings of the EglA. It is the
council’s view that unless this is addressed, there is a significant risk that the
subsequent draft ES and full ES will fail in its duty, leaving an unacceptable
impact on vulnerable groups and communities.

Conclusion

That the Portfolio Holder for Transport and Planning agrees the
recommendation to approve the response to the consultation.

Appendices

Appendix A — Warwickshire County Council’s response to the Environmental Impact
Assessment Scope & Methodology report



Appendix B - Warwickshire County Council’s response to the Equality Impact
Assessment Scope & Methodology Report

Background Papers

None
Name Contact Information

Report Author Sara-Louise Lee saralouiselee @warwickshire.gov.uk

01926 412830

Head of Service Mark Ryder, Transport | markryder@warwickshire.gov.uk
and Economy 01926 412811

Joint Managing Monica Fogarty monicafogarty@warwickshire.gov.uk

Director 01926 412514

Portfolio Holder CliIr Jeff Clarke jeffclarke @warwickshire.gov.uk



mailto:saralouiselee@warwickshire.gov.uk
mailto:markryder@warwickshire.gov.uk
mailto:monicafogarty@warwickshire.gov.uk
mailto:jeffclarke@warwickshire.gov.uk

